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OBJECTIVES:

1. To describe the extent and distribution (by agent and ,anatomical site)
of wounds, incurred as a result of combat~ appearing at 10 and 20 surgical
centers 0

2. To establish the types and quantities of microbial flo:ra coexisting
with these injuries.

30 To relate microbial occurrence to risk of overt infect:ion~ severity
and type of injury~ subsequent treatment and residual morbidit:fo

4. To ascertain the value of the injury/microbiology/infel:tion approach
for use in predicting infection potential in combat injuries.

BACKGROUND g The pilot study and training period described previously demon-
strated the feasibility of the establishment of a program to monitor care of
an injured soldier through the chain of evacuation of the RTAo

Problems encountered in the establishment of this project:, excepting those
of study design and logistics, were mainly concerned with the ~~aining and hold-
ing of the interest of key personnel within the government and within the medical
care system. For the practicing physicians, a continuations p1':ogram of service
was incorporated into the study design. For the government o£j:icialf\ the poten-
tial. long-term benefits in increased accuracy of prognosis and the eventual
establishment of a hospital supported infection surveillance p1':ogram were
stressed.

'* Surgery Department, Phramongkutklao Royal Thai Army HospitaJ_9 Bangkok
'** Surgery Department, RTA Hospital9 Phitsanuloke.
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